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ABSTRACT

Zacharias Kapelonis, Apostolos Siapatis, Athanassios Machias, Stylianos Somarakis,
Konstantinos Markakis, Marianna Giannoulaki, Maria Myrto Pyrounaki, Stavroula Tsoukali,
Konstantinos Tsagarakis: Distribution and vertical migration of mesopelagic fish in
Korinthiakos Gulf

Mesopelagic fish, small species which inhabit the mesopelagic zone, constitute the most abundant
vertebrate group in the marine environment. Together with other organisms they form Deep Scattering
Layers (DSLs) detected by echosounders, while several species perform diel vertical migrations. The
current work reports on results of an acoustic cruise carried onboard the R/V PHILIA in Korinthiakos Gulf
in November 2018, aiming to study the species composition as well as the horizontal and vertical
distribution of the DSLs. Mesopelagic fish dominated the pelagic ecosystem of the gulf. In total, 12
species were caught, which formed three main echotrace types: a) shoals and schools formed by
Maurolicus muelleri along the shelf break, b) a non-migrating thin scattering layer found throughout the
Gulf at 160-250 m, dominated by juvenile Argyropelecus hemigymnus and c) a thick partially migratory
deep scattering layer at 250-600 m, consisting of a mix of mesopelagic species, mainly Myctophids.
Keywords: Mesopelagic fish, Deep Scattering Layers, acoustics, lanternfish, ecosystem based fisheries
management

EIZATQrH

Ta peocomelaylkd Pdplo amoteholv tnv Mo ddBovn opdda omovSulwtwv oto Baldoolo
nieptBaAAov kal otn yn yevikdtepa (Catul et al. 2011). Mpokeltal yla €idn pkpol peyéBoug Tou
QIAVTWVTOL 0Tn Pecomelaykn {wvn, ouvnBwg oe Bdadn 100-1000 m. Mall pe GAAOUG OPYQVLOUOUG,
OMWG TO MOKPOIWOTAAYKTOV Kal Ta Kedpalomoda, oxnpatifouv Babiud Ztpwpata kédacng (Deep
Scattering Layers, edefng "otpwpata”) mou aviyvevovtal amo nxoPoAloTikd opyava. MoAAd amd ta
peoomelaylkd €ldn ekTteAOUV KATAKOPUPEG VUXONUEPEG HETAVOOTEVUOEL avePBaivovtag Tpog Ta
avwTeEpa LUSATIVA OTpWHATA KOTA Tn Sldpkela tng voxtag. Ta pecomehaykd Ydplo amoteAolv
ONUOVTIKO UEPOG TNG SLATPOdPAG XOPLOHATIKWY 8wV (Y., Kntwdn kal xovdpixBueg), kot AMwv
ONPEUTWV ATOTEAWVTOC ONUAVTIKO oUVEECUO HETAEY auTwy Kal Tou {worhayktol (Smith et al. 2011).
JupBAaAAouv otV avtoAhayr evépyelag HEeTafU BevBikol kat meAayilkoU mepLBAAloviog, eUmAEKovTal
ONUOVTIKA OTIC poEG AvBpaKa OTOUC WKEAVOUC Kol CURBAAOUV oUGCLOOTIKA ot «BloAoytkr avtAioy,
6nhadn otn Sadikaocia Séopeuong Tou atpoodalplkol dvBpaka amod Toug wkeavoug (lrigoien et al.
2014). ErumAéov, Selxvouv MPOCOPUOYEG O XOUNAEG OUYKEVTPWOELG 0EUYOVOU KOL N KOTAVOWUN TOUG
oxetiletal ouxva pe {wveg eAdxLotou ouyovou, oL OTIOLEG KAl AUEAVOVTOL OTOUG WKEAVOUG TTIAYKOOUIWG
w¢ anotéAeopa g KALpatikng aAayng (Bertrand et al. 2010).

Mpoodarteg ektiunoelg deixvouv otL n adBovia toug o maykdopta KAlpaka sivat 10-30 ¢popig
uPnAdtepn amd tnv mponyolpevn ektipnon twv 10° tovwv (Irigoien et al. 2014), yeyovdg To omoio
ETITACOEL TNV £moveEéToon TOU OlKOAoylkol poAou toug. Mapd tn peydAn adBovia toug kot tn
onuavtik oupPoln toug ot Siepyaociec tou OaAldcolou TpodlkoU TAEYHATOG, N €PEuva yla
peoomehayka Papla eival akOpa o€ OXETIKA MPWLMO oTadlo. ElSikad otn Meooyelo, kat blaltepa otnv
QVaTOALKN) AekaAvn, oL PeAETeg TTou Ta adopolv elval AlyootéG. Qotooo, n mpochatn avaBabulopévn
ektipnong g adBoviog Toug, GUVENIKOUPOUUEVN amod TV avaykn yla pa Otkoouotnutkn MNpocéyylon
otov topéa tng Alteiag (Ecosystem Approach to Fisheries) éxeL mpokaAéoel auénpévo evdladEpov yla t
Bloloyia, Tnv mAnBuouLlakn owoAoyia, tnv adBovia, TNV KATAVOUN KoL TOV OLKOAOYIKO pOAO QUTHG TNG
ouadac eldwv.
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TN SLdpKeld TwWV TeAEUTOiwV €TWV, yivovtol MPOooTABEeLEC TTPOCAPUOYAS TNG USPAKOUGTIKNG
peBodoloyiog yla tnv ektipnon tng Blopalag touc. Itnv mapoloa gpyacio PeAetBnke n oploviia Kot
KatakOopudn KATOVOUAR TWV OTPWHATWY, N HETAVACTEUOH TOUC KoL N oUvBeon EeWdwWv Twv
peoomelayLkwv Paplwv otov KopvBlakod KoArmo.

YAIKA KAl MEOOAOI

O KopwBlakog KoAmog yoapoktnpiletar amd otevy uvdahokpnmiba kot €vtovn KALon NG
NMELPWTIKAG KaTwdEPELAG n omola KataAnyel o éva Babl mAatw péylotou BaBoug 930 m. Amotelel
L0 OXETIKA OmOpOVWHEVN AekAvn TIOU ouvdéetal SUTIKA PE TO lOVIO HECW TOU OXETIKA PNXoU
Matpaikol KoAmou (péyloto BaBog ~140 m, kat BAB0G oTnV TEpLOXH TIOU EVWVETOL UE Tov KoplvBlakd
<50 m), evw He TOo Awyaio emikowwvel pévo péow NG pnxng (8 m) dwwpuyag tng KopivBou.
MponyoUueveg peléteg LyBuomlayktol avadpépouv TNV UTIAPEN ONUAVTIKOU aplOpol UECOTEAQYLIKWV
eldwv Yapuwv (Somarakis et al. 2011), wotdcoo N Plokowwvia Twv evnAikwy dev €xeL LeEAETN Ol EMapKWG.

2To0 TMAaiolo Ttou mpoypdppatog MESOBED (Mesopelagic fish: biology, ecological role and
distribution of a disregarded trophic link - EAIAEK, TET) kot tng Apdong MEDIAS (Mediterranean
International Acoustic Surveys) tou ENIAA (EBvikd Mpdypappa SuAAoyng AAMEUTIKWY Acdopévwy -
YNATT), npayupatornoll®nke axkouotikn SswypatoAnia pe to E/X DIAIA otov KopvOlakod KoAmo to
NoéuBplo 2018 mpokelpévou va emiBefalwdel n UMapPEn oTPWUATWY Kat va toutonotnBoulv ta gidn mou
ta amotedoUv. MNpaypatonolibnke nXoBoAlOUOC o eIl TPOKADOPLOUEVEC TAPAAANAEG SLOTOUEC
andotaong 5 nmi petagV Toug, evw oto SUTIKO KoL TILO OTEVO TUAMO TOU KOATIOU Tipayuatonolionkav
AAAeg mEvie SlaTopég Tou elyav popdr Qyk-layk. XpnotlpomotnOnke nXoBoALoTkG oXLoTAG S€0UNG
SIMRAD EK80 38KHz evw yla tnv emefepyacio Twv NXOYPOUUATWY XPNOLUOTOONKE TO AOYLOMLKO
Echoview. H enefepyacia mneplhdufave avoyvwplon Twv TUTIWV TOU OVAKAWMEVOU HYOU Kal
olokAfpwaon Tou AYou yla kABe Jtowxewwdn AstypatoAnmriky Movada (Elementary Distance Sampling
Unit, EDSU, to pAKog tng mopeiag tou okddoug Katd WAKOG Tt omoiag yivetal oAokAfpwon Ttwv
OKOUOTIKWY HETPROEWV), n omola opiotnke oto 1 nmi (McLennan & Simmonds 1992). Ma tn peAétn tng
KATakOpUdNG KATAVOUNG OTNV SLAPKELA TNG NUEPAG, UTIOAOYLOTNKE EMMAEOV TO ABPOLOUA TNG EVIAONG
avakAaong oykou Sv (akouoTikd péyeBog oe dB TOU GUSEETAL E TNV TIUKVOTNTA TWV OPYAVLOMWY) OF
oxéon Me To BABog, ylwa OAOUG TOUG OKOUOTIKOUG TIOAMOUG KoL OAEG TIG OKOUOTIKEG SLATOMEG.
Mpaypatomnolndnkav eniong katakdpudec olpoelg pe CTD (SeaBird SBE-19 plus V2) o 18 otabuouc yla
ouA\oyr USPOAOYLKWY TTAPAUETPWV.

MapdAAnAa, yia th cuAdoyr] BloAoylkwy SelypdTwy Kal TNV Toutonoinon thg clvBeong twv
OTPWHATWY OKESAONG, Tpaypatomnol)dnkav cUposlg o KABe oTpWUA, TOOO TN PEPA OO0 Kol TN vUxTa,
pe tpla SelypotoAnmrikd epyaleia. JuyKekpLUEvVa, TipaypATOTOONKAY: a) TEVTE CUPOELG (TPELC HEPQ
Kat dUo vixta) pe TeAaylkr TPAta avolypatog 7 m kat peyéBoug patiol 16 mm n omolo oToxeUEl
kupilwg Yapla kat Aowutry peyanavida, B) técoeplg olpoelg (SUo pépa kat duo voxta) SelyUaTtoAnTTn
Methot tetpaywvou avolypatog 1,5 m pe patt 1 mm o onoiog otoxeVeL KUPLWG O HEYAAO {WOTIAQYKTOV,
xBuovuudeg kol uikpd Papla, KoOWE Kol y) TECOEPL oUPOELG (OAeg pépa) pe multinet teTpdywvou
avoiypatog 0,5 m pe patt Siyytuvolv 300 um mou otoxeUel Kupiwg oe pecolwomAayktov Kot
xOBuomAayKTov Kal mapéxel Suvatotnta cupong os mévte SladopeTikEG BaBUUETPIKES LWVEC.

ANOTEAEZMATA KAI 2YZHTHZH

JUVOAIKA OAleUtnkav 12 taxa amo TEOCOCEPL( OLKOYEVELEG MECOMEAQYIKWV POpLV  OTLG
TELPAHATIKEG OUPOELG e TeAayikn Tpata (Mivakag 1). OAa ta €idn, pe tnv e€aipeon tou Notoscopelus
elongatus (Costa, 1844), éxouv avadepBel otnv meploxn amd OSeypatoAnyieg yBuomAayktol
(Somarakis et al. 2011), otig onoieg enutAéov £xel BpeBei to Lobianchia dofleini (Zygmayer, 1911) mou
Sev evtoniotnke otnv napovoa detypatondia.

H xpron twv tpuwv OelypoatoAnmtikwy epyoleiwv emPePaiwoe OTL 0 OVAKAWHEVOS HXOG
odeiletal kupiwg ota pecomelayikd Papla Kat Oxt oto IWomAaykTov Kat LyBuomAayktov, kabwg n
MooOTNTA KAl N oUvBeon Twv TeAeutailwv GV ALTIOAOYEL TNV PETPOUNEVN €VTAGCN TOU QVAKAWUEVOU
nxou. Katd tn dapkela twv SetypatoAnPlwy Kat Thv enefepyacia TwvV NYOYPUMMATWY TAUTOmoL0nkav
Kuplwg TPeLg TUTOL AVAKAWUEVOU HXOU €VTOG TOUu KOATIoOU. O MPWTOG TUTOG PBplokotav wg eni To
mAelotov oto 6plo tv udalokpnmidag KaL otV apxn TG NMEPWTIKAC KATwdEPELAG KAl armoteAolTav
and Vo umodlalpécelg, a) xalapég ouvabpoloelg oe pkpotepa PBabn (75-150 m) kat B) KaAd
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MMivaxag I: Eidn peconehayikov yopi@dv mov
UMEVTNKAV OTIS GUPOELS NE TELUYIKI] TPATA.
Table I: Mesopelagic fish species caught in

the pelagic trawls.

oxnuatiopéva oxolesia oe peyaAltepa Pdadn
(150-250m) (Ewk. 1AF). O TtUmMo¢ auUTOG
aroteloUtoV  OTOKAELOTIKA amd 1o €idog
Maurolicus muelleri (Gmelin, 1789), To omolo Sgv

Family Species EVTOTILOTNKE O€ KAVEVA GANO TUTIO QVAKAWUEVOU

Myctophidae Benthosema glaciale AXOU KAl N KOTOVOUA TOU HTOV TEPLOPLOHEVN

Ceratoscopelus maderensis Kovtd ot aktég (Ewk. 1C). O 6eltepog TUTOG

Diaphus holti QVOKAWLEVOU AXOU ATaV €va otpwpa ot PAdn

Hygophum benoiti kuplwg 160-250 m (Ewk. 1B, G), To omoio Atav

Lampanyctus crocodilus POV o OAn oxeddv tnv €ktacn tou KOAmou

Myctophum punctatum omou amoavtwvtal tétola Badn (Ewk. 1D), Ko

o Notoscopelus elongatus anotehovtayv Kupiwg amd veapd ATOMA TOU

Paralepididae Ar ctozenus risso el6oug Argyropelecus hemigymnus Coco, 1838. O

. Lestidiops sp. . TplTOG TUTIOG AVTLOTOLXOUOE O€ €va AU CTPWHLA

Sternoptychidae Argyropelecus hengymnus e B&ON Kupiwe 250-600 m (Ew. 1B, H), mou
Maurolicus muelleri , . . ,

Stomiidac Stomias boa armotelovvtav oamd TOAMG €idn, kuplwg NG

owoyévelog Myctophidae, pe emikpatéotepa ta
Benthosema glaciale (Reinhardt, 1837), Ceratoscopelus maderensis (Lowe, 1839), Hygophum benoiti
(Coco, 1838) kat Myctophum punctatum Rafinesque, 1810. To BaBUtepo aAUTO OTpWHA, NTAV EMioNG
mapoOv o OAN TNV £KTAON TOU KOATIOU OTOU TO €METPemne To BABocg tou PuBol. Téhog, aobevéotepa
OTPWHATA NXOU ATaV gVIOTE TTaPOVTA Kal o€ peyalutepa Badn (600 m £éwg to Bubd), Ta omola wotodoo
Sev rav laitepa Staxwplopéva amnd to oTpwia Twv 350-600 m Kal ota omnoia gv mpaypatonollenke
Blohoyikry SewypatoAnpia. Ta katakdépuda mpodih tou StaAupévou ofuydvou maviwg Edstéav
ouykEvTpwon ofuyovou oe emapkr] enineda (>4 ml/l) o 6An tn othAn tou vepoUl Tou Sev amoteholoe
TEPLOPLOTIKO Ttapdyovta yla tnv Kotavoun Yaplwv os peydAa PBadn, onwg €xel avadepbei ya
peoomehayLka 16n oe AAAeg neputtwoelg (Bertrand et al. 2010).
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Ew. 1: TYmor avaxiopevov fyov (A,B), opilévria (C,D,E) ko kotaképven/pabuopetpucn (F,G,H)
Korovopn tovs. O ewoveg A, C kar F avtiotorovv oto idog M. muelleri, ov B (pny6tepo otpopa),
D xor G avtiotorovv oto A. hemigymnus ko1 ov B (BaBVtepo otpopa), E ko H avricToryovv og
opdo0 PEGOTELAYIKOV YaPL®dV, Kupimg TG owkoyéverag Myctophidae.

Fig. 1: Echo types (A,B) and their horizontal (C,D,E) and vertical/bathymetric (F,G,H) distribution.
Figures A, C and F correspond to M. muelleri, B (shallower layer), D and G correspond to A.
hemigymnus and figures B (deeper layer), E and H correspond to a mix of mesopelagic fish, mainly
of the family Myctophidae.
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‘Ocov adopd otV KATakOpuUdN LETAVACTEUCH TWV OTPWHATWY, TO OTPWO TIOU £lXE WG KUplapxo
€ibo¢ to A. hemigymnus &gv avepxdtav og 1o eMPAVELAKAE OTPWHATO KATA To coUpouro (Eik. 2A) kal
TAPEUEVE KATA TN SLAPKELA TG VUXTOC OE Ttapopola Badn pe tnv nuépa. AvtlBEtwe, éva pueydAo PEpog
Twv Paplwv mov oxnuatidav to BabuTtePo OTPWUA, OTO GOUPOUTIO AVEPXOTAV OF TILO EMULPAVELOKA VEPQ,
Slaoyilovtag o otpwua Twv A. hemigymnus Kol KATEANyav TOAU Kovtd otnv emipavela (Ewk. 2A).
Qoto0o0, onwe daivetal ota nxoypapupata (Ewk. 2A) kal emPeBaiwdnke pe TG MeAayIkEG KOAASESG, Eva
TUAMO Twv Poplv mopéueve os peyaAltepa Badn, Alyo pikpdtepa n/kol avtiotolyo pe autd Ttou
evromifovtav Katd tn Sldpkela TG nuépag. Me tnv auyn, mapatnpolvtav oL oKpLBWG avtiBeteg
LETOKIVACEL O oXéon He To coUpouro, dnAadn Katdduon Twv HETAKIVOUUEVWY TIANBUCUWV ota
pueyalutepa Badn (Ewk. 2B).

Ta amoteAéopata t¢ mapoloag Selypotohndiag amokaAUmtouv onpavtikols mMANBUoUoUG
pecomeAaylkwy Paplwy, Ta omola KuplapxoUv oTo MEAQYLIKO olkooUotnua tou KoplvBiakol KoArmou,
€MOELKVUOVTAG KATOVOUN 0€ HeYAAo €Upog Babwv. Ot peAAOVTIKEG SpAoeLg MEPAAUPBAVOUV EKTIMNGN
™G Popalog Twv SAPOPETIKWY OTPWHUATWY TOU KOATIOU He  Xpnon SladopeTikwy  THWV
nxoavakAaotikol Suvapikol wote va AndBel umoPn Kat va umoAoylotel n oxetlduevn aBeBalotnta,
KaBwe¢ kol oAokAfpwaon emoxloKwy SetypatoAnPLwv wote va pehetnBel av umdpyxouv HETABOAEG otV
adBovia, cupmepidopd (m.X., Kotakopudn HeTtovdoteuon) kal otn olvBeon TNG Blokowwviag Twv
pecomelayikwyv Paplwv, énwg exouv avadepBel alou (.., Pefia et al. 2014).
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Ew. 2: Kataképoen pETAVAGTEVGN TOV GTPORATOV HECOTELAYIKOV YAPLOV GTO 600POoVTo (A) Kan
v ovyi (B).
Fig. 2: Vertical migration of Deep Scattering Layers during dusk (A) and dawn (B).
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